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Effects on Popular Attitudes. Rather limited but quite uniform and con- 
i Evincing evidence indicates that the US strikes against North Vietnam have had 


, • . , f * # V* ) 1 ^ 

•:4no significantly .harmful effects on popular morale.* In fact, the regime has ' 
apparently been able to increase its control on the populace and perhaps even ^ 
i ! J to break through the political apathy and indifference which have characterised .,.gg4 
f , ' the outlook. of the average North Vietnamese v in recent years. •' 


V- 


*hj > There is no sign of dissidence, despite the regime** warnings to guard 

) :i v . • 

l! against* acts of "bad elements." There clearly is .anxiety about possible Iobb -0^. 

. - ■ ' . 

Tv of life and. to a lesser extent, property , and a number of people appear {;4 ' 'p r ' 

• 

• worried about economic difficulties caused by separation of family members in (4 v.,v 
*[N ' • ' I ’ 4 V';. ^ 

j v |'the partial evacuation from the cities. The hostility which these problems : : • 

'^generate is, however, directed toward the United States and its "puppets, 1 not v., .! 1 • 

;t|. • ' 

Hagainst Hanoi. Letters to relatives abroad, even with due allowances fo^r 

' ( \ i!i • r YKi ’ 


l||; against Hanoi. Letters to relatives abroad, even with due allowances fo^r 
; j j lexagre ration and concern about possible censorship, evince a remarkable amount |||| 
4ir ; 0 f confidence in the regime’ and its ability to triumph oyer the US "aggroosoro. 

• j j - in its propaganda media arid political organizations, the party promote o tlsoso 
Mk sentiments by . appealing more an& more to patriotism in a drive "to oppose the : 
^'united States and save the nation.” While deliberately fostering tension, the Xfi: 

f**a ‘ • 

„ ./;£ 

: '* *T> As in our May 3 Intelligence Note on this subject, our sources continue to. 

be primarily letters from Vietnamese to relatives abroad, observations of . 
foreign residents, end the regime’s domestic propaganda output. 
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ilparaUel in the fivl southern previncec of North Vietnam. *»•«- »» . 

'jji-. Vietnamese* coneus lee province, contained about 2 5 percent of North Vietnam 

• | potation, »» 4 ^ rur “ 1 ’ uith oniy four t* 0,14 et ? 

'■% contain i to 4 percelt of the population (I960 statistics). Vlnh’o pop a o |g 

: : : \ n ^ wan followed hy Ttonh Hoa with 3 1,000, and hy Ha Tlnh and 

; ■ : i„0i with me. than- 10,000 each. The urban center, serve primarily an adnlnle- 
trative function, vlth economic activities limited to marheting and minor 

a _ ^,.4. m m ft \ 


O' trative function, vlth economic activities limited to marse^a .... |J.i 

iS-^proeeoelng of local farm and fishery produce. Particularly in recent year.,. :-0 

|l]the region has also- served as a military training and staging area. These 


"[g- the region nas — - t 
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••}B|not yet a profitable or toportant enterprise.’ * ■ • , 

^ ftnl v mature of the attacks preclude signi- • 

direct Effects . The locale and nature ox 

.'•v 5 j. V'Vji ' twiffio to and from the area lo 

iKli f leant direct economic consequences. Economic tr f . 

111 minor and unimportant, the essential transport need, being primarily adminio- , 

f I trative or miUtary. hetteh intercept, suggest cotm disruption of fishing and 

1# farming from attache on fishing sazans and grouped peasant, near mulor roads, 

W& hut production losses are prohahi^ small. Such lessee vould he Sheorte . / • | 

: Ifew. w,vftouls^n in increased hardships, with prohahiy Ut«n political 
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Mobilization Cbsts.- It has been suggested by some that the intense mobilization , ■ ... 

< r P * . 

i ifll' of North Viotnamoso Sooioty for defense, involving major aooinl ohangos, roprosonto * ... V 

' i . ’ '/v ' V '' ' * 

■ a "cost" inflicted by the attacks. The argumonl cites tho disruption causod by tho ^ V ;; r.-y - , 

'*:V wr • \ «, »' ! ' i* • J 

evacuation of urban dependents, the excessive air raid and militia organization ana 
•> i •(?' (:■'$ i 

' rtrlU, tho axpamUon of military faobUlKatton, and tho roforming of enterprise . 

; . i organizations along military lines. Tho argument, however, mistakes the regime*# -v 

•’ \.\ use of patriotism as. a lbver of social control *or a "cost." It seems clear that as< 
i ’ ; . \ \ \ .. , ; I;; . , < 

; i ft result of these actions the North Vioinameso population has become considerably 

4 , more regimented, mobile, and responsive to tho regime’s demands, resulting in . , 

■ ' , ■ •• . v* * 

economic gains outweighing the economio "costs." , ^ 

V ..* - 

Sinco 1963, when the regime drew down its rico stocks by 100,000 tons in . 

Q attempts to food tho swollen cities, tho government has tried with little success to • 

.. -^-'V 

transfer the dependent population and non-essential activities from urban to rural : v ; :\ . .» . . 

areas. But in recent months a sharp exodus of dependents, schools, and other ‘V .’v*! . •; t 

• '/ ... V;-. / •' 

no^8§s8?ftal unite ha§ at last qgsuh-s'I? A?e8^ing te seme sports » probably : 

* pp.> • . , ■ ;»*£• 

i exaggerated — it has reduoed Hanoi’s population by as muoh as oao-thirde Apart - '. y 


I SvSfrom subsidized transport, the government had neither to pay the oosts noruse bar sh t r 

-- • • / ^v)- 

coeroive measures. > 

Again, the mountain resettlement program has received & new shot in the ; ^ 

' ' V 5 -' v'r/V-sf.v' ' 

• arm. The program, which was to movo one million settlors from tho delta to ^ 

mW- the mountain areas during 1961-65, had been flagging sinco the rootless, mobile . .. 

; .'-tv-;. 

; f: • persons willing to go had early boon transferred, and tho local governments r "‘. i: 

1 3 ■ woro faced with drafting tho conservative, h;ird-core "resisters. " Now, however, ; ci 

; most young persons appear to have signed the "three ready’s” pledge — ready to • , ; , : f 


.... ( Srfit, rMidy to Joto a» Mmy, ready to sorvo wharevor to. p>veRunmt «ewls one . ■ • . 

; v. •• ' : • ,-m 

:i " t ?4v i|Hj| % ^pb^oved l?or Release 2002/08/20 : CIA-RDR78S02P#PI^#0O^O33it,y'V’?:'v^ , t-:< 

•i . ; :l TM Ji ..i • 6KCmiT/NO J-ORKTON niflflBM 6/ 


• ‘ A(i|lWkd For Release 2002/08/20 : CIA-RDP78S02149R0001 00070033-7 

f j ' : ; 4 : ; SECRET/ .'0 FORE ION DIGSEM * . 


' t \ ». .. .. 


..»>L *: • 


•M 

f Al ?? 
:* 

■ ; ; 1 * 

■# 

V 


• it - ■ . r 

>- hi id I.IWIV kouid W little difficult;/ ■ ii. Meeting quotas for some .time.. 

4Ii;o ninco 1963 tl*e government has been trying to meet the iood problem by 

• ' Jr 

.promoting the uulmtitution of secondary foods (corn, yams, manioc) for rice in ' ; . y. j 
tba ration. Tho effort eneountered conciderablo crumbling and complaints. A yfj-y 
number ..of reports indicate that after the air attacks began the regime was able • 

to reduce sharply -the shore of rice in the ration, a development vhich seems to ^y^y 
have been accepted without complaint or criticism and was possibly even welcomed yu/^V 

1 ■■■'mv 


by some as a contributory sacrifice in support of the war effort. The food . J^r 
problem, in consequence, appears to be veil bn the way to at least a temporary 
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solution. ' ; f ■ 

Military Costs ana Problems . The rationale Mid design of the air attacks y^y 

ihas been to interfere with the military support given to th? Viet Cong in Bouti y’yy 
Vietnam through destroying military and transport facilities south of the 20th yy/’y 
parallel. While few expect that the effort will sharply reduce this support, 
obviously makes the support more difficult and costly. (Ho solid inf ormatlon ■±a, ■ y- ^ '■ 
available since interrogation reports are lacking on prisoners infiltrated a ^°f . v 
the bombings began.) Yet a few calculations suggest that these costs will he ; 

minimal. The Noytta Vietnamese response will be to curtail non-essential 
activities (such as training in the area), to disperse storage facilities, and y 

to move supplies by more diffuse end primitive means. Current military trofflo ' y: 
requirements of. the area are estimated to be in the order of 100 tons doily, . y y v 
; which could hardly present any major problems or costs.’ While some specialised . y.y . 

I construction -units appear to have teen detailed to the area to repair damages, y yy 


; O it is difficult to envisage any substantial, dram on the total skilled manpower 
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available within the economy. 
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li (Jonuiiunipt forces in Laos are i»->ro «ai«ndent on outside supplies than are /yv^'yvY 

j. • . * 

tho Viet Cong! and the attacks on transportation may he creating quite serious . >• 

: 

problems for them during the .current rainy season. Moreover, the daily missions. 

■ - over southern North Vietnam have certainly made a rapid, conventional invasion , v . 

: / y \ eJf t he South more easily deteetible and more difficult to execute, even though . . • 

It i -^he PAVN is hot a highly mechanized, roadbound force. V [ 1 

P . ! i Our own statistics on destruction of barracks and supply depots (Table 1) . 

’ < \ • * k • ' '■* »•' \ * ’** 

make it plain that the attacks have made only slight \inroads on total capacity* ^ :, r . - •, 

, Actual destruction of personnel and supplies has presumably been even more ,:v 


minor, since the first attacks gave warfling of our intentions. We have done 


it i 


' : ' proportionately much more damage to ammunition dumps, POL storage, and power . 

O plants, but even here the effect on North Vietnamese military operations has 
- : Q cer tainly been marginal, at best. Moreover, it must be anticipated that new ’ 

^" production and imports of munitions and POL will, insofar as possible, go into v 

v .i :-v 4 . _ ^ *’•»’! 

;V / ■. dispersed and concealed small • installations • 

! ?;V Logistic difficulties, specifically shortages of anti-aircraft ammunition, 

1 ? and organizational problems have be*~ ~ .-ferred to in domestic propaganda,. 

J |i .particularly in the military press. An April 1? article by the head of' the 
| j| ||V:. General Political Department, Song Huo, indicated Some concern that the military 
U '/■/]§ ; machine had become somewhat ossified and burdened with bureaucracy during ‘ -peace- 
] time,” making it 'more difficult to meet the current "combat" tasks. The armed 
• !.#! f 0rC e8, he declared, must undergo "a mighty and rapid change." Ha 0 gave no 


l+p indication of how\ extensive morale or ideological problems might be, simply 
!J J; - warning that all Igative "rightist" tendencies and ’'exaggerated desires for 
,Q peace 4 ' ttast , be conLtted since they would result in a reduction in M corabutivity/ 
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TlUc. io the only available pn«. material on thin subject, perhaps indicating . t :; | 
that the regii w. 4 siiSply placing people on their guard ratherthenpin-^inting ■ j 

an area [ 
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